
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 7th Sept 2022

Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room

Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Mary Kenning. Clerk Julie Sleath. 

1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2022 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from Cllrs Simon Myers and Chris Moorby and PCSO Jayne Grace 
3. To record members’ interests: none.
4. Public Participation: No attendees from the public.
5. Village Matters

5.1 No reports of antisocial behavior.

5.2 The NYCC Police report from PC Jayne Grace was shared with meeting covering 20/07 to 05/09/2022. There were 19 incidents in Hellifield including 1 RTC; 4 road related offences incl manner of driving and items being thrown from motor;  wildlife (deceased badger) on A682, and Cows on Railway lines;  2 x cows on A65; 2 x reports of Violent crime; criminal damage to planters on station road; stolen Range Rover and Childs quad (separate incidents); violence and hoax call at station – latter was unidentified children messing about; 1 domestic incident; sudden death on Haw Grove; neighbour dispute on Station Road.
5.3 Annual Wicksteed report on the Play Areas circulated pre meeting. Bob Moore considered and provided a report which was circulated pre meeting. Cllr Hills did full review and reported. All reports are stored and available. Most issues have been previously identified via regular inspections from Councillor Hills, many issues are very minor and have no impact on equipment performance. Some issues with wear and tear of wooden supports but no structural impact. Surface issues involving rusting are under continuous monitoring. More serious issues such as Thorndale Posts and rail fencing and Station Road goalposts and grassing have been identified previously and are in hand. A quote from Cowgill for grass seeding/added soil/repairs to grass areas/re-turfing totalling £528 was received and approved. 

5.4 List of Clerk’s actions from last meeting supplied. Agreed to report NYCC outstanding actions to Cllr Simon Myers for his weekly meeting with them incl Overpass lights and pavement issues. Agreed to postpone considerations for the proposed new bin for Station Road given difficulties of fitting/emptying. 

5.4.1 HPC noticeboard reinstatement discussed. Unable to obtain a second estimate so the one from Colin Ward is the only one available.  Acceptance of this proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour. 
5.5
The Chairman reported that he had discussed Christmas Lights with the former Chair and electrician Brian Hugill prior to meeting. The Chairman proposed: the WI tree to be utilised as the main tree this year rather than purchase an additional tree at considerable cost. The WI tree is now sufficiently large to be used as the main tree; that the usual other lights to be displayed; that Mr Hugill’s entranceway be used for the switch on (he has agreed to this); that Mr Hugill will do the electric works required (he has agreed to this); the Village Hall be used for the switch on event “village get together” and refreshments afterwards. The WI to be approached to see if they will do the catering, as they have in past years. A limit to the cost of catering for the event was proposed to be set as not to exceed £200. “Santa Claus” has been approached and has very kindly agreed to attend! Cllr Hill seconded and all voted in favour.

6.   Reports from District and County Councillors supplied in their absence, and relayed to the Councillors. 

6.1 Cllr Moorby confirmed the ward member grant has been increased by £500 to assist with costs incurred providing facilities to help keep people warm over the winter to try and avoid hardship due to massively increased gas and electricity costs e.g. by opening  village halls to assist with keeping people warm in the anticipated upcoming difficult times. Cllr Kenning proposed giving the funds on receipt by HPC directly to the Village Hall Trustees as various events (some of which are free) are and will be provided in the Village Hall and this would assist with paying the costs involved in heating and lighting the village hall for such purposes. The proposal was seconded by the Chairman, and all voted in favour.   

6.2 Cllr Myers in his report advised re position of NYCC work towards upcoming changes in County Council from his position on the Executive. He confirmed that NYCC were reviewing the putting of a VAS in the Village (as previously raised by a member of the Community Speed Watch team) and had arranged a meeting on 14 Sept to discuss possible sites. As Mr Paul Emsley of the Community Speedwatch Group will be away for this meeting Councillor Hills volunteered to attend in his place. Cllr Myers is also considering funds in local budgets for aiding with increased energy costs and would like feedback from the Institute regarding energy costs. The Trustees are to be advised. 
7. Correspondence: 
7.1 Letter from Citizens Advice in Skipton requesting donation. It was decided that HPC could not fund a donation in this respect at the present time but that help could be offered as further requested such as by posting leaflets, and putting details into the Hellifield Herald. 
7.2 Letter from village resident received re play areas. 1 x safety of multi-play equipment issue which Cllr Hills has investigated and identified that a bolt was missing. It was agreed Councillor Hills would obtain the appropriate bolt and replace this in the equipment. 1 x H&S issue re dog mess left in play areas where no dogs are allowed. Cllr Hills proposed new signage be obtained and all approved. This will be obtained and erected. 

7.3 A letter received from a member of the Parish concerning VAS equipment was discussed

7.4 Correspondence received from a parish member objecting to the planning application (below) at the Granary and Keepers cottage. HPC agreed to accept the letters and documents supplied and confirm that HPC support the letters and concerns raised and proposals that a detailed examination of the matter should be made as there is concern that heritage guidance in the NPPF has not been followed. 
8. Street Lighting: The lights on the Overpass have not yet been repaired by NYCC, despite reminders, the Clerk to pursue NYCC for action in this respect. 
9. Highways: pavement issues outside Ahernes and on Beck House road junction are still under review by NYCC. New issue reported re degradation of Back Lane to be reported by the Clerk with a request for action.
10. Planning items: 
10.1 Application 2021/23521/OUT – Application refused for outline planning of demolition of garage and construction of new dwelling at Park View Garage, Gisburn Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JA

10.2 Application 2022/24131/VAR – Approved to revise window openings, gable treatment, garage design and boundary treatments to plots 2 and 3 at Gallaber Farm
10.3 Application 2022/24303/FUL Proposal: Proposed open porches to front and rear entrances Location: 10 Gallaber Farm, Kendal Road, Hellifield, Skipton, BD23 4HS
10.4 Application 2022/24234/FUL Proposal: Extensions to Keepers Cottage and conversion of single storey barns and outbuildings at The Granary to form 3 dwellings. Location: Keepers Cottage And The Granary, Peel Green, Hellifield, Skipton, BD23 4LD (see objection at 7.4 above)
10.5 Application 2022/24235/LBC – Listed Building Consent for the above

10.6 Application 2022/24318/FUL Proposal: Proposed equestrian menage for private use. Location: Waters View House, Waterside Lane, Long Preston, Skipton, BD23 4NQ

11. Assets: A passage in the agenda was carried over in error from the last minutes. No action needed
12. Finance -
12.1 Payments and receipts for July and August 2022 agreed and approved.
12.2 The acceptance of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return was noted, and this will be posted on HPC Noticeboard and website 
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. No issues raised.
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 9th November at 7:30 in the Village Institute  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council – Sept 2022

